
Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District 

110 Industrial Drive #G             Wapakoneta, OH 45895            419-738-4016 

www.auglaizeswcd.org          and             www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov 

Auglaize SWCD Mission:   

Provide leadership, technical assistance, education and conservation of natural resources in Auglaize County. 

OFFICE HOURS 

8:00 to 4:30 Mon thru Fri 

Board Meetings are usually held the first Wednesday of 

each month at 8:00 am. Please call to verify date and time. 

Annual Meeting Date:  August 14th    

LOCATION:   St Joe Parish Hall ~ 101 W Pearl St ~ Wapakoneta  

Voting:  5:30 to 6:45 pm               Meal: 6:30 pm               Meeting: 7:00 pm 

Guest Speaker: Aaron Wilson - Ohio State Extension 

Please help us celebrate 72 years of Conservation.  The evening program will feature the election 

of two Supervisors, slide show during dinner, the presentation of the Outstanding Cooperator award, 

Scholarship award, and our guest speaker.  The hall is air conditioned and handicap accessible to ac-

commodate our conservation friends. Rounding out the evening, door prizes donated by generous indi-

viduals and businesses will be given away. 

Tickets for the evenings event may be purchased from one of your neighbors on the list below, stopping 

by the office or sending in the reservation form at the bottom of this page. Hope to see you there!  

 Wayne Bambauer   Leon Heitkamp   Don Regula 

 Lewis Bertke   Leon Hemmer   Mike Schaub 

 Lou Brown   Marc Hines   Bill Schlenker 

 Doris Cook   Allen Huckemeyer   John Schwarck 

 Chris Dahlinghaus   Allen Imwalle   Dave Schweiterman 

 Luke Davis   Paul Knueve   Jerry Shipp 

 Ed Doenges   Dave Krites   Alfred Steinke 

 Tom Doorley   Marilyn Kuenning   Gary Truesdale 

 Marvin Elsass   Richard Lowry   Lee Turner 

 Marceil Fisher   Ron Pepple   Denny Werling 

 Brett Fledderjohann   Valgene Phillips   Ron Wilker 

 Orville Heidt   Rick Place   Jeff Zwiebel 

July   2018 

A receipt and your ticket (s) will be mailed or held at the door for you! 

I would like to order  _____ tickets at $10.00 each                               Reservation deadline is Friday July 27, 2018 

 

Name __________________________________________________   Phone _____________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________  Make Check payable to: 

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________        Auglaize SWCD 





BOARD OF SUPERVISOR CANDIDATES 

An Election of Supervisors for the Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District will be held at the St Joe Parish Hall, 101 W Pearl St, 

Wapakoneta Ohio on Tuesday August 14, 2018 from 5:30 pm to 6:45 pm. 

Two Candidates will be elected for a three year term starting January 1, 2019.  Residents, landowners, firms and corporations that own 

land or occupy land in Auglaize County and are 18 years old are eligible to vote.  You may vote at the annual meeting or vote absentee 

(beginning July 24th) by requesting an absentee ballot from our office.  

Luke Davis lives north of Wapak in Duchouquet township.  Luke is married to Renee and has two girls.  He 

owns 250 acres and farms 725 acres of corn soybeans and hay mostly by no-till method along with raises beef 

cattle.  When asked why he is interested in becoming a board Supervisor he said “to make a difference in the 

future of our kids and grandkids in agriculture.”  Some important issue he feels SWCD is facing is a lot of soil 

erosion is taking place, most people would like to stop it but are unsure how to go about it. 

Ed Doenges lives northwest  of New Bremen in St Marys Township.  He is married to Marge and has 4 kids.  Ed  

owns 360 acres and farms 440 acres of corn and beans by no-till method.  Also raises poultry.  When asked why 

he is interested in becoming a board Supervisor he said “my wife and I started farming in 1982,  and raised kids 

on the family farm.  I think it’s time for me to take my turn and help continue the great job the past supervisors 

have done!”  Some important issues he feels SWCD is facing as farmers we are stewards of the land and have 

come along way in the past 5 to 10 years in doing our part to improve water quality, but there’s still work to be 

done.  

Paul Knueve lives south of Wapak in Pusheta Township.  He is married to Joyce and has 4 adult kids and  12 

grandchildren.  He owns and farms 267 acres of corn, beans and wheat by conventional and no-till method.  

When asked why he is interested in staying as a supervisor he said “I have enjoyed my first term on the Soil & 

Water Board and would like to continue serving the county in this capacity.”  Some important issues  he feels 

SWCD is facing is water quality, nutrient run off or leaching and soil erosion.  I would like to continue to work 

with the board and area farmers to improve all of these! 

Lee Turner  lives east of Waynesfield in Wayne Township. He is married to Kandace.  The family farm 

owns 500 acres and they farm 1900 acres of corn and soybeans with by not till or minimum tillage method.  

When asked why he is interested in becoming a supervisor he said “ I’m always looking for opportunities to serve 

the agriculture community, having graduated from Wilmington College with a focus on agronomy, I understand 

what soil conservation means to preserving the land for future generations.” Issues he feels the SWCD is facing 

is water quality, cover cropping, soil conservation and manure management.  He would like to work directly with 

farmers and the office staff to do whatever is necessary to achieve everyone's goals and needs.  We as produc-

ers are willing to try new things and will do his best to help the producers with new ideas and practices. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 4th— Independence Day –office closed 

July 5th thru 7th—Country Concert 

July 19th thru 22nd —Moon Festival 

July 25th —Manure Science Review 

July 29th thru Aug 4th— County FAIR 

Aug 8th—Field Day—see next page for info 

Aug 14th—ANNUAL MEETING@ St Joe Parish 

Aug 17th thru 19th—Bremenfest 

Sept 3rd— Labor Day –office closed 

Sept 18th thru 20th —Farm Science 

Oct 5th thru 7th —Minster Oktoberfest 

Oct 8th—Columbus Day—office closed 

Nov 4th—Time Change 

Nov 12th—Veterans Day—office closed 

Nov 22rd—Thanksgiving—office closed 

Dec 24th -25th—Christmas—office closed 

Rain barrels for sale 

Our office is selling rain barrels with 

DIY connector kits .Both = $40 

For more information, please call or 

visit our office Mon—Fri 8-4:30. 

If you, a loved one or friend is suffering or expe-

riencing a crisis, you can call 1-800-273-talk 

(8255) or text “HOPE” to 741-741. Each of 

these options provides access to a licensed 

counselor 24/7.  Ohio residents needing help in 

finding mental health resources in their county 

or interested in taking a class in Mental Health 

First Aid can contact delliefield.2@osu.edu or 

419-674-2297. 

FRIENDLY REMINDER! 

Public right of ways for roadways in Auglaize County are for multiple 

purposes:  provides a clear zone free of obstructions for when a person 

loses control of their vehicle and leaves the pavement; provides needed 

surface and subsurface drainage for the roadway and adjacent proper-

ties; and allows for adequate sight distance for intersections, residential 

and agricultural entrances, wildlife crossing the roads and utilities are 

also located there. 

Farming in the dedicated road right of ways effect all of the above plus 

increases roadside erosion by eliminating the grass cover through till-

age and herbicide application.   

PLEASE do your part in conserving the dedicated road ditches, 

these pictures are what not to let happen; erosion and silt can plug your 

drainage tile.  Plus it saves you money in the long run by not having to 

fix a blown out tile that gets plugged.              ~~~Thanks for your help! 

Old / Current Tile Records 

We are scanning our tile records and have noticed the old 

ones are brittle and the print (ones done in pencil) is fading 

to an unreadable stage. Our office is offering, to anyone in-

terested, the opportunity to bring yours into our office and we 

will scan and save them to our electronic file to help preserve 

them.  If possible, also provide a readable copy.  

Paper records don’t last forever! 

The Auglaize SWCD Newsletter 
is a publication to keep county 
residents informed on our 
SWCD program.   Please phone 
the office at 419-738-4016, if 
your address needs corrected, if 
you wish to be removed from 
our mailing list or receive your 

newsletter via e‐mail. Contact 
cdavis@auglaizecounty.org   

mailto:cdavis@auglaizecounty.org




Birt receives $500 scholarship 

Jocelyn Birt,  daughter of James and Tonya Birt, of St Marys will be receiving a $500 scholarship from our office at 

our Annual Meeting in August. She is enrolled at Wright State University Lake 

Campus obtaining her Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture, currently  working at 

the Lake Campus as a Water Quality Research Technician. When asked, what  

is conservation and why is it important she said “Conservation is the planned 

management of natural resources to prevent destruction and neglect.  If we are 

not careful we will run these resources dry and have none left. Even with im-

proving technology, we can not produce land and fresh water habitats.  Hu-

mans are the reason we are running out of these resources and we need to 

learn from our mistakes to protect these resources.” 

Soil Sampling 

Soil Sampling is most often either done in the fall after harvest or in the spring prior to field 

work but should always be done prior to applying fertilizer.  It is important to be consistent in 

the timing of soil sampling.  Samples should be taken every 2 to 4 years or once in a crop 

rotation.  Fields should be in the same crop each time  when sampled to help reduce varia-

bility of test results. 

What method should be used?  Grid sampling is where the field is broken into square grids 

(1.1 acres to 10 acre grids) and a sample represents grid.  Management zone sampling is 

where the field is separated into management zones for soil sampling based on a combina-

tion of prior experience, field history, soil survey maps, yield maps, topography etc. 

Whatever method you decide to use, each sample should be composite of a minimum of 10 

to 15 cores.  Additionally, it is ideal that a sample should not represent more than approxi-

mately 10 acres, unless available information suggest larger field areas have little variation, 

such as in soil type or yield potential.  Multiple sampling areas per field help to determine if 

a uniform application rate or a variable or site-specific application rate for fertilizer, manure 

or line is more suitable. 

Cores should be take from a combination of locations—- in a row, between the row, mid-

way between the row and not just in one small radius.  This is especially important if fertiliz-

er or manure was banded. Samples should represent the sample area/zone as completely 

as possible. 

Knowledge of the field history is important in choosing soil sample areas and understanding 

soil test results.  Soil has a long memory, and past management can greatly influence what 

we see today.  For instance, around old feedlots it is not uncommon to see high phosphorus 

and potassium levels. Why?  When manure was hauled it wasn’t commonly hauled to the 

corners of the field but the closest to the feedlot.  

WATERWAYS ARE NOT DRIVEWAYS . . . 

PLEASE DON’T DRIVE IN THEM 

You may have to repair them at your own cost if 

you are enrolled in a CRP program.  We do man-

datory  spot checks every year and these are 

meant to transfer water not equipment!  

When a farmer or landowner identifies conservation con-

cerns on their field and/or farm, they can utilize Best Man-

agement Practices to help address the concern. To further 

assist, the website listed below was created from row crop 

production activities targeting nutrients, primarily nitro-

gen and phosphorus and sediment concerns under Ohio 

conditions. The website was created by Ohio State Exten-

sion with partnership of Ohio’s SWCD and funded through 

a grant provided by the Ohio Soybean Council and NFWF. 

https://agbmps.osu.edu  



So . . .  what is manure gas and why is it dangerous? 

Manure gas is actually a name used for several different gases formed by decomposition of manure.  The gases  of 

most concern are ammonia and hydrogen sulfide.  Other gases of concern include methane and carbon dioxide.  In 

certain concentrations, all of these gases are toxic to animals and humans. 

Since most of these gases in particular hydrogen sulfide are heavier-than-air, they tend to settle in low areas of ma-

nure storage or accumulation.  Ammonia, which is lighter than air, is found above and around manure storage areas.  

Gas levels are generally very high at the time of agitation and in cases where ventilating systems are failing or inad-

equate.  But, on calm, hot humid days, even a relatively  empty manure pit may have high concentrations of toxic 

gasses or may be lacking oxygen. Always assume that the gases are present in storage areas. 

In some situations, gases can displace enough of the oxygen in an environment so that a person entering the area is 

asphyxiated, leading to death.  High concentrations of hydrogen sulfide can cause sudden loss of consciousness 

without warning.  In other cases, the gases can lead to toxic effects that make a person very ill, and can cause long 

term  health problems.  The real danger is that it is impossible to evaluate your risk just by looking at a situation.  

Manure gases are invisible and deadly. 

Never enter a pit unless you have specialized training and equipment.  Disposable dust respirators and chemical 

cartridges are not adequate protection to safely enter a manure storage area if the concentration of hydrogen sulfide 

and oxygen is not known.  If you don’t have specific training in confined space entry, get the help of your local fire 

department or emergency trainers before anyone enters the storage area. 

This advice is also critical for you if you come upon a situation where someone has 

been overcome by manure gases.  There have been too many tragic stories of multi-

ple deaths because a family member, neighbor or coworker attempted to rescue 

someone who had lost consciousness in a confined space.  If you are faced with this 

situation call your rescue squad, tell them about the victim and DO NOT attempt a 

rescue yourself.  

Tree Sales questionnaire  . . . .  

Our office is considering expanding our species of trees that we sell to include fruit trees and make your own pack — 

so you can get 5 seedlings of one species and 5 of another (example 5 blue spruce and 5 douglas fir).  IF you would 

like fruit trees or make your own pack of seedlings, please let our office know by Sept 14, 2018 so we know if there 

is enough interest. Call 419-738-4016 or email cdavis@auglaizecounty.org  ~~  We value your opinion, thank you! 



The Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all their pro-

grams and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental sta-

tus, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs ,reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any 

public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 

of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA's TARGET CENTER at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file 

a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (800)

795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD).   The Auglaize SWCD  and USDA are equal opportunity providers and employers. 
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NRCS / SWCD STAFF & BOARD MEMBERS 

Jenelle Ott, NRCS District Conservationist                           Lou Brown, Chairman 

Jonjala Jackson, NRCS Soil Conservationist        Brett Fledderjohann, Vice Chairman 

Christine Davis, District Administrator                                      Rick Place, Treasurer  

Aaron Schamp, District Technician 3                                            Ron Wilker, Fiscal Agent        

Doug Schmerge, District Technician 2                                                        Paul Knueve, Secretary 

Lora Berning, Nutrient Management Technician                         

Daniel Frances, Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist 

                                         
************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Auglaize County Agencies—Phone Numbers 

Farm Service Agency   419-738-3918              OSU Extension Service           419-739-6580 

Auglaize County Commissioners  419-739-6710                 Auglaize County Engineer  419-739-6520 

Auglaize County Wildlife Officer  937-372-9261  John Mueller—ODNR Service Forester 419-424-5004 


