
Please help us celebrate 74 years of Conservation. 

Due to the coronavirus we will NOT be holding our normal Annual Meeting Banquet.  

 Sorry for the inconvenience, we hope you understand our office values our customers health and safety! 

We will be having an event on the same day, it will just look different and be at a another location 

JOINT OPEN HOUSE with Farm Bureau:  August 18th, 2020   

Voting and/or Meal:  5:30-7:00 pm 

Please Call our office (419-738-4016) to RSVP by Aug 7th for a free boxed meal 

Location: 110 Industrial Drive - parking lot and garage unit (look for signs)            

VOTING CHANGES:  You may vote at our Open House, vote absentee (beginning July 5th) by request-

ing an absentee ballot from our office OR in person at the office from August 5th thru August 18th—between 

8:00 to 4:30.  Results will be announced on/or after August 20th.       
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Sorry for the inconvenience . . .  

Our office will NOT be providing 

 well testing this year. 

SMALL GRAINS AND LAND BUFFER PROGRAM  

signup is CLOSED 

IF you are signed up, once you have completed the steps in the instructions 

you were sent in the mail and turned in appropriate paperwork, our office  will 

need to verify certain stages of the practice before you are eligible for pay-

ment.  Please call the office when ready to verify or if have any questions. 

H2Ohio Update 

Ohio Department of Ag will be moving forward with $50 million in incentive funds available to 

producers who have already signed up for H2Ohio.  Funding for Best Management Practices 

(BMP) will begin in crop year 2021.  SWCD staff are contacting current applicants and working 

with producers to update all applications to reflect BMP’s for crop years 2021, 2022 and 2023.   

All applications must be completed by August 14th. Voluntary Nutrient Management Plans 

(VNMP’s) must be approved prior to implementation of an eligible BMP.   



Why is English so hard to learn!!?? 

Heteronyms . . Aka homonyms or homographs are words of like spelling, but with more than one meaning and 

sound.  I noticed an article and thought why not put something funny in our newsletter to brighten your day!  Here 

are some examples of Heteronyms: 

The farm was cultivated to produce produce.  ~  He could lead if he would get the lead out.  ~  The insurance was 

invalid for the invalid in his hospital bed.  ~  They were too close to the door to close it.  ~  The buck does funny 

things when the does (females) are present.  ~  To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.  ~  A bass 

was painted on the head of the bass drum.  ~  When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.  ~  Since there is no 

time like the present, he thought it was time to present the present to his friend.  ~  I had to subject the subject to a 

series of test.  ~  The wind was too strong to wind the sail around the mast.   

 

Backyard Conservation ~ MULCHING 
Mulching is one of the simplest and most beneficial practices you can use in the garden. Mulch is simply a protec-

tive layer of a material that is spread on top of the soil.  Mulches can either be organic—such as grass clippings, 

straw, bark chips and similar materials—or inorganic—such as stones, brick chips or plastic. 

 

Mulching has numerous benefits: protects the soil from erosion; reduces compaction from the impact of heavy rains; 

conserves moisture, reducing the need for frequent watering; maintains a more even soil temperature; prevents 

weed growth; keeps fruits and vegetable clean; keeps feet clean—allowing access to garden even when damp; pro-

vides a “finished” look to the garden. 

 

Time of applying mulch depends on what you hope to achieve.  Mulches, by providing an insulating barrier between  

the soil and the air, moderate the soil temperature.  This means that a mulched soil in the summer will be cooler 

than an adjacent unmulched soil; while in the winter, the mulched soil may not freeze as deeply.  

 

If you area using mulches in your vegetable or flower garden, it is best to apply them after the soil has warmed up in 

the spring. Cool, wet soils tend to slow seed germination and increase the decay of seeds and seedlings. 

 

Mulches used to help moderate winter temperatures can be applied late in the fall after the ground has frozen but 

before the coldest temperatures arrive. Mulches used to protect over winter plants should be loose material such as 

straw, hay or pine boughs that will help insulate the plants without compacting under the weight of snow and ice. 

 

Do not apply mulch directly in contact with plants.  Leave an inch or so of space next to the plants to help prevent 

diseases flourishing from excessive humidity.  Remove weeds before spreading mulch.  Mulch should be applied 2-

4 inches thick depending on the type of mulch you are using.  Smaller bark chips are easier to spread, while fresh 

wood chips that are mixed with a lot of leaves should be composted first to be most beneficial. 

COUNTY CROP TIDBITS 

Corn acres planted:      2018 = 70,248       2019 = 70,950 

Bean acres planted:     2018 = 100,896     2019 = 103,235 

Alfalfa acres planted:    2018 = 2,759         2019 = 2,681 

STATE TIDBITS 

Total farms in Ohio = 77,805 

Production = 60% Crops and 40% Livestock 

Food & Beverage Exports = $25 billion 



BOARD OF SUPERVISOR CANDIDATES 

An Election of Supervisors for the Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District 

will be held at 110 Industrial Dr (our office—look for signs) Wapakoneta, Ohio on 

Tuesday August 18, 2020 from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm. 

Two Candidates will be elected for a three year term starting January 1, 2021.  

Residents, landowners, firms and corporations that own land or occupy land in 

Auglaize County and are 18 years old are eligible to vote.  You may vote at the 

Open House, vote absentee (beginning July 5th) by requesting an absentee bal-

lot from our office OR in person at the office from August 5th thru August 18th.   

Results will be announced on/or after August 20th! 

Debbie Brown lives south of St Marys in St Marys township.  Debbie is married to Stanley 

and has 1 adult son.  They own 65 acres and farm 60 acres of corn, soybeans, and wheat. 

They use no till and like to plant cover crops.  When asked why she is interested in becom-

ing a supervisor she said, “I was raised with the mantra that you leave the land in better 

shape than it was in when you got it.  Helping to save and  improve the land along with its 

natural resources is an interest to me!”  Some important issues she feels SWCD is facing 

are: water quality and erosion; we need to continue to promote and encourage best man-

agement practices for fertilizer and manure application, along with encourage the use of 

grassed waterways to stop or slow soil erosion.” 

Doug Fisher   lives east of Wapakoneta in Clay  township.  Doug is married to Sherrie 

and has 3 adult kids and 1 in high school.  He owns 156 acres and farms 215 acres of 

corn, beans, and wheat using conventional and minimum till. When asked why he is 

interested in becoming a supervisor he said, “I would like to help address the concerns 

of Auglaize County farmers with the water quality issues we are faced with.” Some im-

portant issues he feels SWCD is facing are:  water quality issues are the biggest prob-

lem facing us as of now.  I feel each case would be different in it own way and would 

have to be dealt with as it arises. 

Cameron Aller lives north of St Marys in Salem township.  Cam is married to Er-

icka  and has 3 adult kids.  He owns 230 acres and farms 2,500 acres, with his two 

brothers, of corn and soybeans and uses no-till, conventional, and minimum tillage.   He 

also raises 4,500 contract hogs. When asked why he is interested in becoming a super-

visor he said, “past supervisors have done a great job at establishing good conservation 

practices in our County, I would like to serve in seeing that continue to improve.”  Some 

important issues he feels SWCD is facing are: soil erosion, nutrient loss, manure man-

agement are all tied to water quality.  I would like to work with the Board to continue to 

find and implement the best solutions that work for farmers and our environment.” 



Altherr and Wilker receive $500 scholarship 

 

Madeline Altherr,  daughter of Joe Altherr and Alita Cramer, of Wapak, is one of 

the recipients of a $500 scholarship from our office. She is enrolled at The Ohio State 

University obtaining her degree in Animal Science. When asked, what  is conserva-

tion and why is it important she said, “Conservation is protecting the environment and 

making the world a better place to live. Trying to preserve the wetlands, keeping bod-

ies of water on earth clean and assisting in the prevention of pollution are important 

because it keeps the everyday world we live in clean and protected. 

 

 

Laura Wilker, daughter of Gene and Cindy Wilker, of St Marys is one of the  recipi-

ents of a $500 scholarship from our office.  She is enrolled at University of Dayton obtain-

ing her degree in Chemical and Environmental Engineering.   When asked, what is conser-

vation and why is it important she said, “Conservation is an important job that all people 

must take up in order preserve our precious resources. Too many people see our supply of 

food, water and natural resources as endless. If we don’t learn to appreciate and conserve 

both renewable and nonrenewable resources we will rob the future generations from a 

prosperous life.” 

It’s that time of year for the what most people 

dread—HORSEFLIES 

They are true flies and are often large, agile in flight 

and the females bite animals, including humans, to 

obtain blood. Yep . . . The adult horseflies are fast, 

strong fliers that are usually found around streams, 

marshes, wooded areas and animals. Females de-

posit long, flat black eggs in clusters; the eggs are 

laid on the grass or the underside of leaves.  Horse-

flies overwinter in the larval stage, pupate in spring, 

and emerge as adults by late June. 

The aggressive, persistent females may be serious 

pest to humans and animals for their blood meal. 

When abundant they sometimes suck 3 ounces of 

blood a day from a host. The males feed on nectar, 

honeydew and plant sap.  The average horsefly 

lives 1 year depending on their development from 

larva to full adult stage, but can live up to 3 years.  

Repellents have little to no effect in deterring adult 

horseflies. Wearing long sleeve shirt and pants  

may provide some protection. 

If summer had one defining scent, it’d 

definitely be the smell of barbeque! 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 3rd— office closed to observe the 4th 

Aug 2nd thru Aug 8th — County  FAIR 

Aug 18th—Open House @ SWCD office 

Sept 7th — Labor Day –office closed 

Oct 12th—Columbus Day—office closed 

Nov 1st—Time Change 

Nov 11th—Veterans Day—office closed 

Nov 26th—Thanksgiving—office closed 

Dec 25th—Christmas—office closed 

 

The Auglaize SWCD Newsletter is a 
publication to keep county residents 
informed on our SWCD programs.   
Please phone the office at 419-738-
4016, if your address needs corrected, if 
you wish to be removed from our mailing 
list or receive your newsletter via e‐mail 
Or contact cdavis@auglaizecounty.org   

Thanks to everyone who 

ordered tree seedlings and 

fish from our office.  We 

greatly appreciate your 

business! 

Notice 

Board meetings the rest 

of the year will be @ 

1:00 pm instead of 

8:00 am  

These are paid advertisements and do not constitute endorsement from SWCD. 

Improving Soil and Water Quality 

Sediment is agriculture’s number one pollutant.  Water erosion occurs even 

on flat soils and is especially a problem on hilly soils.  Cover crops produce 

more vegetative biomass than volunteer plants; transpire water, increase 

water infiltration and decrease surface runoff and runoff velocity. Cover 

crops protect water quality by reducing losses of nutrients, pesticides and 

sediment.  Only a small percentage of farmers actually plant cover crops 

because most believe the disadvantages outweigh the advantages. (See  

chart below per OSU Extension) 

Cover crops increase water infiltration, they also transpire soil, water and 

dry out fields, possibly affecting yields. In Ohio, fields are wet 7 out of 10 

years in the spring, so transpiration  from living covers may be beneficial to 

dry out the soil.  However, if a cover crop is killed late after considerable 

cover crop growth and then it turns wet, the cover crop may trap soil mois-

ture and delay planting.  If an early spring drought occurs, cover crops may 

hurt crop yields from reduced soil moisture. However, deep rooted cover 

corps improve corn rooting depth to attain subsoil moisture and moisture is 

conserved by mulching the topsoil in a dry year. A pound of soil organic 

matter has the ability to absorb 18-20 pounds of water, which is beneficial in 

a dry year.  Some of the negative soil moisture effects from using cover 

crops can be negated as soil compaction decreases and soil quality im-

proves with time! 

Living cover crops can significantly alter soil temperatures. Cover crops de-

crease the amplitude of day and night temperatures more than average tem-

peratures resulting in less variability. Cover crop mulches protects the soil 

from cold nights and slow cooling. Winter cover crops moderate tempera-

tures in the winter.  Standing crops have higher soil temperatures than flat 

crops.  Broadcasting cover crop seed is faster and cheaper but stand estab-

lishment depends on rainfall and good seed to soil contact.  Most winter 

cover crops need to be planted in late summer or early fall (by September) 

to survive the winter (except cereal rye which can be planted later). 

Cover crops improve soil and water quality.  May reduce nutrient and pesti-

cide runoff by 50% or more, decrease soil erosion by 90%, reduce sediment 

loading by 75% and reduce pathogen loading by 60%. 

mailto:cdavis@auglaizecounty.org




POLLINATORS 

Pollinators need you and we need them.  Birds, bats, bees, butterflies and other small mammals that pollinate plants 

are responsible for bringing us one out of every three bites of food!  They also sustain our ecosystems and produce 

our natural resources by helping plants reproduce. 

What is pollination?  When a pollen grain moves from the anther (male part) of a flower to the stigma (female part), 

pollination happens.  This is the first step in a process that produces seeds, fruits and the next generation of plants.  

This can happen through self-pollination, wind and water pollination, or through the work of vectors that move pollen 

within the flower and from bloom to bloom. 

Who are the pollinators? Birds, bats, butterflies, moths, flies, beetles, wasps, small mammals and most importantly, 

bees.  They visit flowers to drink nectar or feed off the pollen and transport pollen grains as they move from spot to 

spot. 

Why are pollinators important?  Somewhere around 75% of all flowering plants on the earth need help with pollina-

tion.  Pollinators provide pollination to over 180,000 different plant species and more than 1200 crops.  If you want to 

talk dollars and cents, pollinators add 217 billion dollars to the global economy and bees alone are responsible for 

between 1.2 and 5.4 billion dollars in agricultural productivity in the US. In addition to the food we eat, pollinators 

support healthy ecosystems that clean the air, stabilize soils, protect from severe weather and support other wildlife. 

Gardening for pollinators—use a wide variety of plants that bloom from early spring into late fall.  Eliminate pesti-

cides whenever possible, include larval host plants in your landscape. Create a damp salt lick for the butterflies and 

bees, spare a tree limb, add nectar by providing a hummingbird feeder. Butterflies need resources other than nec-

tar—the are attracted to unsavory foodstuff such as moist animal droppings, urine and rotting fruits (rotten bananas, 

oranges, and other fruits). 

How can you help?  Adding natural habitat areas into farm systems works. Farms that are closer to natural habitat 

produce more crop yield because they attract more pollinators.  Adding habitat to farms works as well, turning a por-

tion of your field into green space have gained back more overall yield.  Homeowners can help too!  Home gardens 

can and do attract pollinators.  Pollinators don’t see to be phased by city life, as long as there are plots and patches 

of flowers they will be visited by hungry bees.  Spreading the word about the importance of pollinators will help as 

well.  Support farmers and beekeepers by buying local honey and produced foods! 



The Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all their pro-
grams and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental sta-
tus, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs ,reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA's TARGET CENTER at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file 
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www.auglaizeswcd.org          and             www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov 

Auglaize SWCD Mission:   

Provide leadership, technical assistance, education and conservation of natural resources in Auglaize County. 

OFFICE HOURS:   8:00 to 4:30 Mon thru Fri 

Board Meetings are usually held the first Wednesday of each month at 8:00 am.  

  Please call or check our website to verify date and time. 


