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Description: USDA’s Ohio Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting applications from landowners interested in restoring, enhancing, and protecting wetlands with financial and technical assistance through the Wetlands Reserve Easement Program (WRE). The deadline to receive fiscal year 2023 funding is February 17, 2023.
Wetland Reserve Easements can help landowners protect land from development, restore critical wildlife habitat for outdoor recreation, and improve water quality by filtering sediments and reduce flooding. We would ask for our partners to help spread awareness of the program and its benefits through the use of the following materials. Please feel free to post on your own websites, social media pages and send out to any distribution lists.
Video
NRCS Wetland Reserve Easements. Length 00:25.
 https://youtu.be/qHtcO99nC34 
Learn more and sign up for the Natural Resources Conservation Service Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE) here: https://bit.ly/3tyifkw. The WRE program can help landowners protect land from development, restore critical wildlife habitat for outdoor recreation, and improve water quality by filtering sediments and chemicals and reducing flooding.	
Social Media Accompanying Text (Photo files on page 2 and page 3)
Leave a Legacy Tweet: Clean water, wildlife habitat, and recreation. What legacy do you want to leave for your children and grandchildren? Sign up for the @NRCS_Ohio Wetland Reserve Easement program by Feb. 17, 2023: https://bit.ly/3tyifkw 
[bookmark: _Hlk119580762]Protect Your Land Tweet: Ohio’s natural places need your protection more than ever. Enjoy the privacy and recreational opportunities that the @NRCS_Ohio Wetland Reserve Easement Program can provide. Sign up by Feb. 17, 2023: https://bit.ly/3tyifkw 
[bookmark: _Hlk119580942]Improve Ohio’s Water Quality Tweet: Wetlands act like filters, trapping sediment and reducing flooding. Learn how you can help improve Ohio’s water quality through the @NRCS_Ohio Wetland Reserve Easement Program can provide. Sign up by Feb. 17, 2023: https://bit.ly/3tyifkw 
Attract Wildlife Tweet: There's no denying the thrill of spotting wildlife in their natural habitat. Conservation programs like the NRCS Wetland Reserve Easement program play an important role in restoring and protecting critical habitat. Learn more and sign up by Feb. 17, 2023: https://bit.ly/3tyifkw 
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	GovDelivery Bulletins
	Please feel free to send out to your email distribution lists. Thank you for your help in 	spreading the word!



	 		

	Posters for Public Places 
	Potential posting locations: Bass Pro Shop, Dick’s Sporting Goods, shooting range 	facilities, gun stores, REI, SWCDs, etc. Before placing a poster inside a business 	premises, it is common courtesy to ask a member of staff for permission first – try and 	speak with the manager or other leadership-level members. Be polite and if you are 	refused, thank them for their response anyway. 
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A flutter of movement out of the corner of your eye on a brisk autumn day. The moment when patience pays off...the trigger is pulled, the photo is snapped, the binoculars are out. Outdoor recreationalists including hunters, fishermen, birdwatchers and hikers share a common passion - a love of wildlife. 



Conservation programs such as the NRCS Wetland Reserve Easement program play an important role in restoring and protecting critical fish and wildlife habitat. Often referred to as "biological supermarkets" wetlands provide large volumes of food that attract many species, including gamebirds and animals, as well as rare species of songbirds, salamanders and amphibians.  



Though recreationalists may be out in nature for different purposes, there's no denying the thrill that everyone feels in spotting wildlife in their natural habitat. 
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Bill and Dee Belew of Messenger Century Farm in Chagrin Falls enrolled in NRCS conservation programs in part, to protect their land from development. A conservation easement, such as those landowners can enroll in through NRCS Agricultural Conservation Easement Program, is a voluntary agreement that limits the use of land to protect its conservation values. NRCS offers two easement types - Agricultural Land Easements and Wetland Reserve Easements.  



"I've been in the woods all my life. I grew up in an area that's all developed right now," Bill said. "We made the decision to place our land in an easement to prevent that from happening. And that decision probably was a costly one...we could have gotten a lot of money for our land."



But the two don't regret their decision. They tap trees on the property and sell maple syrup and other local products to make income off of the land while still protecting the health of the woods.



"It's like having your own personal park in your backyard," he said. 
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The two enjoy hosting property tours and pancake breakfasts at their house, as well as keeping a u-pick blueberry patch open for the public. 



"People love coming out here," Dee said. "We hope that through sharing our experience, we pass along the importance of conservation to others." 
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Kenzie Weisenburger, age 6, is helping her grandparents Ron and Vickie Weisenburger oversee an important project to convert his old farmland in Putnam County into a wetland, prairie, and wooded area. By utilizing the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE) program, they are hoping to enhance the land and provide critical habitat for deer, waterfowl, salamanders and other species that rely on wetland habitat.



“Enrolling my land into the program made economic and environmental sense to me,” Ron said. “My family loves to hunt, and by restoring wetlands, I’m creating wildlife corridors and a place for them to enjoy.”
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He’s already enrolled approximately 80 acres in the WRE program, working with NRCS staff to restore the site. Kenzie has been on the front lines with her grandfather, working to ensure that the newly planted native tree saplings and shrubs stay healthy.



“We’ll go out to the site and Kenzie and my other grandkids will get two-gallon buckets to help water the tree saplings,” Ron said. “It’s important to me that my grandkids remember that they helped improve our land, that it was a family effort.”



The family’s hard work is starting to pay off. There are tadpoles in the wetland pools, which Kenzie likes to catch. Ron mentioned that this spring, white-tailed deer and fawns visited the site frequently.
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Clean Water & Wildlife Habitat...
What Will Your Legacy Be?
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